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Kika de la Garza
92-266
WASHINGTON, D. C. Official figures from the Census Bureau show the
. 1970 population of the nine counties composing the 15th Congressional District at
406,035. This total is somewhat less than the 1960 population of 418,183. We will always
believe that some of our people were not .counted in the 1970 Census. We protested the
figures when a preliminary report was made and took the matter to the highest offices of
the Census Bureau. But it was to no avail. The figures are now official and here they
are, county by ccunty:
Brooks, 8005; Cameron 140,368; Hidalgo, 181,535; Jim Hogg, 4654; Kenedy,
678; Kleberg, 33,166; Starr, 17,707; Willacy, 15,570 and Zapata, 4352.
* * *
SOUTH TEXAS PROJECTS IN BUDGET Funds for a number of. importaDt·South
Texas water related projects are requested in the President's new budget. Among them are
the following:
Hidalgo-Willacy Water District -- $1 million is requested, including
$600,000 in a carryoever from the amount Congress appropriated last year. The Bureau
of the Budget has now also authorized release of another $400,000 which the Congress had
appropriated a year ago but the Administration impounded.
Valley Flood Control Construction The budget for the year beginning
next July 1 requests $4.3 million to continue this work. The sum is in addition to
$4.886 million already approved by Congress during the lsst two fiscal years.
Cameron County ~ater District No. 5 The budget asks $1 million for
this small reclamation loan project.
Santa Maria Water District Last year Congress appropriated
$200,000 for this project, but the money was impounded by the Administration. The new
budget reinstates the request.
Brownsville Ship Channel Funds are asked to continue the study on
deepening and widening the Brownsville Ship Channel, which is of such vital importance
to shipping in our area.
* * *
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS People writing me from home somet:1meS.-sxpreaa
bewilderment about the different forms that congressional action may take. Actually, the
work of Congress is initiated by the introduction of a propossl in one of four principal
forms. These are: the bill, the joint resolution, the concurrent resolution, and the
simple resolution.
The bill is the form used for most legislation, whether permanent or
temporary, general or special, public or private. Every bill must carry an enacting clause
prescribed by law in 1871 and reading, "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled." A bill originating in
the House of Representatives is designated by the letters "H. R.", followed by a number
which it retains through all its parlismentary stages. The letters signify "House of
Representatives" and not, as is sometimes supposed, "House Resolution". A Senate Bill is
designated by the letter "S", followed by its number.
Joint resolutions may originate either in the House or in the Senate
not, as one might think, jointly in both bodies. There is little. practical difference
between a bill and a joint resolution. Statutes initiated as bills later can be amended
by a joint resolution, and vice versa. All constitutional amendments originate as joint
resolutions in the Congress. Unlike other joint resolutions which 'go to the President for
his enactment after Congress acts, constitutional amendments go directly from the Congress
to the sovereign states for their action. A joint resolution originating in the House is
designated "H. J. Res.", followed by its individual number. One originating in the
Senate is designated "S. J. Res", followed by its number.
A matter affecting the operation of both houses is usually initiated
in the form of a concurrent resolution. These are not usually legislative in character
but are used merely for expressing facts, principles, opinions, and purposes of the two
Houses. They are not equivalent to a bill and their use is narrowly limited within these
bounds. The term "concurrent" does not signify simultaneous introduction and consideration
in both houses. The terms "R. Con. Res." and "S. Con. Res." are used to designate
concurrent resolutions.
A matter concerning the operation of either House alone is initiated by a
simple resolution. Here the designating terms are "R. Res." and "S. Res.". Simple
resolutions are considered only by the body in which they were introduced, and upon
adoption are published in the Congressional Record •
.. .. ..
CONGRESSIONAL PROFILE The House of Representatives in the 92nd
Congress is made up of 225 Democrats and 180 Republicans; 423 men and 12 women; 300
......
SAYINGS OF KIKA
ears is the sound of his own name.
Protestants, 101 Roman Catholics, 12 Jews, and 22 members of other religions.
.. .. ..
Call people by name. The sweetest music to anyone's
VISITORS -- Visitors to my office this week were Mr. C. B. Shields, Jr.,
of Edcouch; Mr. Joseph Lewis Zelibor, Jr., of Edinburg, and Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Gross of
Pharr.
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